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BA ALTHOUGH YOUR FLESH A 
REALLY WELL DEFINED. 


I SHALL SHOW YOu 
WHAT WAS SO THAT YOu 
MAY LUINDERSTAND WHAT 


TAS I WAS JUSTAFTER Y THEY TOOK ME IMMEDIATELY TO THE INCUBUS. * 
My CAPTURE. A MEWLING, EVEN HAD YOU COME FOR ME IMMEDIATELY, I 
PUKING INFANT. DOUBT IF YOU COULD HAVE.,.“SAVED” ME. 


NOW, OF COURSE, 
I WOULD NOT WANT 


MY. FATHERS PLAN. a 
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I SPEAK OF MY 
TRUE FATHER --THE 
FATHER OF MY SOLIL-- 


Wt 


{ - s Z 
a 
“THEY WERE DEFEATED, STRIPPED OF THEIR 
INDS, AND BANNED FROM EVER PHYSICALLY |“ 


LOOK AT HIM--0 SMUG, “WAR I AM SO S/CK OF HIM--OF : 
50 CONFIDENT, SOMALE/ SMS HIS TYPE! SWAGGERING-- ‘S 
‘o BN | | 30 SURE OF HIS POWER! 
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~ DEAR ME, SISTER. HAVE 
IEEN ENCASED IN THATCAGE 
Li 


SHES HERE. 
THIS IS HER. 


AFTER THE FALL OF 
AZHMODEUS, HIS LAND 
WAS COLONIZED By BEINGS 


ANS 
GIVEN CERTAIN POWERS (Nl SANs 
RpieiP ena ie RETURN, Ap NIT ANS 


H I} TY" AcuaARDIAN BEING 
||| | gas a 


AZHMOVEUS CREATED TWO 
CHILDREN OF HIS OWN --THE \ Ww 
SuccUuBUs-- 


BIRTH TO TWO GIRLS-- 
fas -BEAH AND RHEA. 


WITH THE ONSET OF PUBERTY, 
I TOOK-BEAH. MYSISTER WAS MEANT 
TO TAKE HER SISTER BUT WAS FORE- 
STALLED BY PHAZMOR, WHO SENT THE 
CHILD TO LIVE IN A NEKGHBORING DIMENSION. 


THIS PUT ME OUT. I KILLED 
THE REST OF THE ROYAL FAMILY 
AND MADE WAR OF THE 

‘5 FORCES. 


IN DESPERATION, 
HE FINALLY SUMMONED 
HIS. CHAMPION BACK TO 
THIS LANO, IN HOPES SHE 
WOULD RAISE THE 


A BOY. ANDA GIRL--WITH 
HERWEXACTLY WHAT MY 
FATHER'S PLAN REQUIRED. 


IT.WAS A DELIGHTFUL DISASTER. 
MY FORCES TOOK THE BOY AND 
MORTALLY WOUNDED THE MOTHER. 
ONLY THE DAUGHTER ESCAPED. 


WITH A HUMAN BEING THERE, 
CREATING--OR SO HE 
THOUGHT-- A FORCE 

FOR GOOD. 


BUT HE OVER- = 
PLAYED HIS HAND. MY . 
SISTER'S NATURE ASSERTED °¥ 
ITSELF. HiS FORCE FOR GOOD 
BECAME ONE FOR EVIL. 


THE DHAZMOR, 
FELL INTO MY HANDS 
AND MY FORCE REIGNED 
UNCHECKED IN THIS LAND._} 
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THE | 
UNION WI 


PRODUCT OF OUR 
paws ASTHE NEW 


LANOS THAT ARE RIGHT- 
FULLY AS! 


S6NIFF/EN@ 
AH, JEEZ/ \ 
Ts) Mine 
MESS! 
BS > %H : - 
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A CLIPOF ARMOR- 
PIERCING EXPLOSIVE 
SHELLS Do. 


YOUR RAW STRENGTH |S 
a INTERESTING, SISTER. BUT 
A I HAVE ASMUCH ANP YEARS 
OF it ose INUSING 


IT(IS. THEIR 
FIGHT MUCKS WITH 
THE VERY NATURE OF 
REALITY. THIS 


= | DIMENSION IS PiSSoL- 


VING UNDER US! 


IME 
TO PUT AN ENP? TO 
THIS SHEBANG. 


G06 Filth Avenue, New York, NY 10269 
Jenette Kahn, President and 
Dick Giordano, Vice 


Dear Mr. Greenberger, 

Thope that you realize that there are 
probably children reading this comic 
book. I mean, just look at the follow- 
ing comments made throughout the 
story in SUICIDE SQUAD #11: 

Captain Boomerang: “Nice, firm, 
round, jiggly talent.” Boomerang 
again: “Don’ t Put your bra in a 
wringer.” ” Vixen: “I hate these under- 
wire bras.” And Vixen, yet again: 

“Tve had gynecological exams that 
weren't as thorough.” 

Mr. Greenberger, what’s the hang- 
up with female anatomy? Are you 
person who is going to tell all these 
children out here in readerland what 
underwire brassietes are.for? Are you 
going to have to explain to a naive 
young boy what a mecological 
examination entails? I didn’t think 
so. Shame. Shame. 

But, all the aforementioned tom- 
foolery aside, “Blood and Snow” 
wasn’t a half-bad little story. The 
mainplot-line is moving along well, 
but one wonders if anything the 
Squad does will ever go the way it is 
supposed to. ‘The minor touches 
weren't bad, either: Captain Boomer-, 
ang’s masquerade as Mirror Master, 
Senator Cray’s meeting with Derek 
Tolliver and Vixen’s remembrances 
of the Justice League. 

T'm also enjoying the addition of 
Speedy (although he hasn’t really 
done that much, as of yet). His rapport 
with Nightshade on page 14 almost 
brought tears. to this old man’s eyes. 
Speedy has been through more pain 
than just about any other hero in DC 
Comics long history. One can under- 
stand why he is involved so deeply in 
thestruggle against drug dealers. One 
can also understand how he can 

~ accept the death of Senor Cujo. Yes, it 
is justice. But does it ever stop hurt- 
ing, really? 


Roger D. Case 

1199 Waterfront Drive #202 

Virginia Beach, VA 23451 

To the best of our knowledge, Roger, 
more and more of our comics are being 
read by an older segment of the 
audience. Also, a book like SUICIDE 
SQUAD pushes the edge of what is 
allowable under the Comics Code. We 
have changed language to suit their 
restrictions, but we still want to 
present a book with'a definite tone 
and edge. -It’s that very tone that 
probably drives away some of the 
younger comics readers, who prefer 
straight action. Television has done a 
fine job of: letting people know -all 


about jiggly talent and there have 
been numerous, ‘public service spots, at 
all hours of the day and night, urging 
women to have regular gynecological 
exams. And lately, television has 
allowed live models to sport bras 
during advertisements. Who's going 
to explain to those children when they 
ask their parents? 
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Dear Squadsters, 

I was afraid this issue wouldn’t live 
up to my expectations for it—few 
comics could. Fortunately, this comic 
was one: The Squad’s first full return 
toaction since the Mission to Moscow 
picked up where that story, left off. 
Although the Squad was divided, 
with half of them in the DP-SS 
SPECIAL, I felt that the team was as 
interesting as ever. This was all right 
because of the presence of Speedy and 
Vixen. Speedy’s connection with the 
Squad is obvious and Vixen’s appeal- 
ing. This is the type of team she 
belongs in—I liked this version much 
better, than the one in the old JLA. I 
also enjoyed the description of the 
drug problem in Colombia. It was 
completely consistent with all I have 
read about the situation in school. 

Another high point of the issue was 
the beginning of the Joe Cray story- 
line. This is a logical idea, given the 
leaks in the government and the 
single-issue politics that has histori- 
cally popped up from time to time. 
Ultimately, this may be the toughest 
opponent for the Squad—it’s not the 
kind of opponent that can be over- 
powered. It will tax the creative limits 
of Task Force X (and the writing 
staff). 

Rick Toothaker 
7713 Narrow Pass 
San Antonio, TX 78233, 
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Dear John, Robert, Luke, Bob and 
company, : 

A working relationship by such 
diverse characters as Speedy and 
Vixen would seem almost folly in the 
hands ofa less able scripter, but John 
brought it off well. 

Issue #11 of SUICIDE SQUAD was 
a turning point in the book. Not only 
did it show that the group can perform 
without Flag den-mothering the 
group, it showed that John can mesh 
characters well enough to provide an 
enjoyable story. The basic problem 
with #11 wasn’t the team but with 


certain motivation problems. Flagisa 
single-minded leader who does what 
he does because he’s convinced he’s 
right. I’m not sure that Speedy and 
Nightshade have the leadership 
qualities to lead a team on a suicide 
mission. It would seem that if you are 
involved in a mission that could quite 
likely get you killed, you would havea 
clear-headed idea that what you did 
was right. A feeling of uncertainty 
would seem to jeopardize the mission 
and endanger the operatives in- 
volved. Since Nightshade and Speedy 
seem reluctant regarding their com- 
mitments about killing a drug dealer, 
they seem to be fouling up the success 
of the mission. If they aren’t sure 
what they are doing, why didn’t Mrs. 
Waller go along to keep tabs on them? 
It would be interesting tosee her goon 
a mission she organized. 

Although it was good to see Speedy 
wearing combat breeches and boots, it 
was.almost painful to see Nightshade 


* running around the jungle in a mini- 


shirt. Her costume needs to be re- 
designed for all-terrain warfare. If . 

you can cut the Enchantress’ Hallow- 

een hat, can’t you fix Nightshade’s 

wardrobe? ‘ 

T.E. Pouncey 

Wichita, KS 
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Dear Mr. Ostrander, 

T’m so glad someone at DC has 
decided to utilize some very deserving 
heroines! DC has some of the most 
unsung female characters in the 
industry today. Characters such as 
Nightshade, Vixen, Enchantress and 
Black Orchid are great and should be 
used more often. I know that the En- 
chantress is slightly unstable, but I 
like her that way; a reader never 
knows how she'll act. and react to 
others. 

Jody Hamby 
Route 1 Box 67 
Robbins, FN 37852 


Dear Bob, 

Inever expected SUICIDE SQUAD 
to be one of my favorites, but it is,and 
“Blood and Snow Part One” was 
another good issue. 

It was nice to see Speedy and Vixen 
once again. They’ve never been 
favorites of mine, but both are inter- 
esting characters. Perhaps after their 
appearances here we'll see more of 


them, although I thought Vixen was 
meant to join the Squad. Perhaps 
that'll come next issue. 

Anyway, the story was good, 
although the super-characters versus 
drug dealers theme has been done to 
death, The shooting of the models and 
camera crew was shocking and it was 
,@ surprise to see Mirror Master back 
again, considering he’s dead. 

One thing I like about this comic is 
that we get to see the characters work- 
ing undercover. Most super-powered 
people in comics would just have 
invaded Xavier Cujo’s home and dealt 
with him there and then, but the 
Squad wormed their way in silently, 
using different personas and 
situations to get close to their prey. I 
like that; it addsa bit more interest to 
the story. 


In losing, F'll just say that ’'d like , 


to see Catwoman, Crime Doctor, Dr. 

Destiny, Golden Glider and the se- 
cond Icicle to appear in the Squad. 

Gary Hellen 

7 Chestnut Grove 

Brentwood, Essex CM14 4XH 

United Kingdom 
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Dear Robert, John, Luke, Bob L., Todd 
and Carl, 

“Blood and:-Snow Part One” was a 
Set-up issue, as was SS #1, the differ- 
being that Task Force X.saw 
action in Colombia and the 
‘operatives on hand included two new 
faees, three largely unused-of-late 
characters . (Nightshade, Enchan- 
tress.and the Black Orchid) and only 
Teal regular (Boomerang). The 


was Briscoe. In the 


(past, Vd thought of him as the solid,. 
strong ty, 


pe, better left to puttering 
‘around offstage with Sheba than to 
appearing in the helicopters, a first- 
rate stalker and a man wholly unin- 
terested in June Moone. In a way, his 
skills, and attitude compensated for 
the absence of ‘Col. Flag, Deadshot 
ard:the Bi Bronze Tiger. 

Having Nightshade take charge 
made for a good change of pace, 

although hermoral objections seemed 
‘Tess applicable‘to Cujo than they did 
‘to the undercover work she did with 
the Jihad and to the handling of the 
William Hell case—due process can’t 
stop Cujo, as Mrs. Waller and Speedy 
point out. I liked the deepening of her 
mystery; while in #3, it seemed as if 
,she had been blackmailed into join- 
ing the Squad, here she was able to 
blackmail Mrs. Waller. Her reflec- 
tions on being a Girl Scout were also 
fine. I also'enjoyed June’s coming on 
te Briscoe—since her alter ego is so 
uncontrollable, it’s easy to forget how 
nice June_Moone is, yet also how 
normal—that, on occasion, she féels 
like snuggling up with a good-looking 
man. But is Sheba’s daddy really her 
type? 

Vixen was able to show her‘’stuff as 
Mari McCabe clearly enough on 
pages one to four, but I regretted not 
seeing the Tantu Totem at work. The 


Orchid had no chance to do anything, 
but seeing the Captain interrupted'at 
the bank robbery to answer his beeper 
was hilarious. The Mirror Master plot- 
line has a lot of potential—what will 
the Captain do if one of his old 
Rogues’ Gallery associates seeks him 
out? 
Charles J. Sperling 
37-15 Parsons Blvd. Apt. 4C 
Flushing, NY 11354 
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And now, in the space remaining, a 
look at responses to DOOM PA- 
TROL/SUICIDE SQUAD SPECIAL 
#1: 


Dear Bob, 

I don’t collect DOOM PATROL, 
sorry to say, since I can’t fititintomy 
expenses. But I do collect SUICIDE 
SQUAD, s0 by all means, I bought the 
crossover book! When I bought it I 
only noticed Col. Flag on.the:cover. } > 
hoped that Flag wouldn’t be the only 
member of the Squad in the book. 
Luckily, I got my wish—sort of. The 
only. member I heard of was Mister 
104, due to the fact that Ihave TEEN 
TITANS SPOTLIGHT #9, and was 
sorry to see him go. Psi was ascantily 
dressed, unattractive woman who 
reminded me of Natasha of Bull- 
winkle fame. Thinker reminded me.of 
the Leader from The lk, and the 
Weasel from Marvel’s Vermin. No. 
tears were shed by me to see those 
three gone. I can’t comment on the 
Doom Patrol, because they're new to 
me, save Robotma ... er... oun 
can say they are intriguing 
ters. 

For a story that was going to be a 
fill-in, it was mighty spectacular! Erik 
Larsen is a, newcomer to me, too.,1 
caught his work at Marvel and it was 
good. Then I saw his work in thea 


Joseph M. Kucharski: ue 
1116 Sycamore Street 
Haddon Heights, NJ 08035 
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Dear Editors, 


My congratulations on the DOOM | 


PATROL/SUICIDE SQUAD 
SPECIAL. For once, Erik Larsen’s art 
wore well with me. Hedid a good jobof 
keeping the suspense up and the 
lengthy fight scenes interesting. ‘It 
was a hell of a war. And like most 
wars, it was-all for nothing. The‘only 
tangible result was the ‘life of Hawk 
being spared—and frankly} that isn’t 
all that much of’a gain. Rick Flag’s 
rep took a further dunking with this 
story, as he lost his'entire Squad this 
trip and. barely escaped with his 
underwear himself.‘The Doom Patrol 
came off best in the reputation depart- 
ment. When both sides are wrong, 
Contras and Sandinistas, anybody 
who gets in the middle is asking for 
nothing but grief—and will get it. 


Now, we've lost four villains from 
the DC Universe. For those who didn’t 
recognize Psi, she originated in Paul 
Kupperberg’s ‘final spinaround of 
SUPERGIRL. We lost a 1940s Golden 
Age classicin The Thinker; and in Mr. 
104 we lost somebody who could have 
been salvaged. After all, Rex Mason 
bought it earlier in the year and the 
Elementals are in short supply. Is it a 
bad horoscope year for element- 
changers, or what? 

John. Ostrander continues his own 
private holocaust by wiping out 
another old Firestorm enemy, the 
Weasel. Geez, he’ll be putting out a 
contract. on Gerry himself next! If 
John keeps it up, old Flamehead won't” 
have anybody to fight! 

Well, maybe he'll have one. I must 
confess I am very impressed and 
intrigued with this Stalnoivolk 
bruiser. He could give any hero in 
America a nasty scrap. I’ll be looking * 

forward to what Ostrander does with 
Zastrow. Brrr, Like in the old 
f know you're really in 


t frsitoryt en the short, weasely agent 


enters the room and talks to you ina 
low hiss. 


Charles D. Brown 
_ 39 Stockton Street 
; Brentwood, NY 11717 
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| Dear John and Paul, 
Goody, goody, a good, old-fashioned 
. I loved it! I found the 
ing tale, with 
‘art and fascinating: charac- 
and development. 

“fiction ‘mirrors reality” 
recently another U.S. 
vas caught illegally in 
‘oo bad no super-heroes 

are around to rescue him. 
What you did with Flag and 
Kgs set op interesting develop- 


Kiril Kundurazieff 
2439 Merrywood Street 
Pomona, CA 91767 


on space, so I'll just remind 

SECRET ORIGINS #28 has 
Nightahade’s fall story and that next 
month: we conclude “‘Nightshade’s 
Odyssey” with a sidetrip to the Meta- 
Zone and a ‘meeting with Shade, the 
Changing Man! All that plus a return 


L wok ngs es Saprte in Manhat- 


nof Captain | Gola and 


: fenpr eat 
gis! 
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/ Excuse ME.,, BUT ARE YOU 
OKAY, W937 YOU'RE NOT, 
> ORSOMETHING, ARE YO! 


EX-CUSE ME! DO YOu WHAT THE HELL ARE YOu 
MIND NOT RUNNING LIP IMPLYING 2! 
MY BACKSIDE?! 


[HA 

JUST STAN! 

THERE, 

TRYING TO 

; WHAT? 

SSAyQ ny 
’ t 

Ww 
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LW 
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UPPERCLIT ! 
UPPERCUT! sa 


WHO THE HELLY 
YOU THINK YOU'RE 
HITTING 


oS) 


/ ec e 1 Ys 
WI” AS SLE 


A 
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ALL SHE HAS IS HATE... A HATE 
FELT FOR THE ENTIRE 


seeie 
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LETS SEE-- 
OO I WANT His BUTT 


Se : Siz i 
a oo 
oma iS eee 
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é he a ere 


A THOUSAND 
YEARS MORE, 


off 
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SHIPPER PICKED THE 
ROUTE AND WE'RE GETTING 
PAID BY THE HOUR; SO 

WHAT DIFFERENCE DOES 
T MAKE? 


‘ MY KID GRADUATION Ja 


WHAM 


CARGO FALL 
OVER? WHAT WE 
CARRYIN', ANYWAY? 


TECHNICAL 
| SO I CAN FIND A WAY BACK. 


IT'S ALL you've 
GOT. YOUR PEOPLE 
ARE SUPPOSED To KILL 


AMERICA. YOUR WE ARE THE JIHAD" EACH OF OUR MEMBERS REPRESENTS 
WARS HAVE COME A PEOPLE WHOSE HOMELAND HAS BEEN TURNED INTOA 
BATTLEGROUND, THANKS IN PART TO THE SUPPORT 
OF YOUR GOVERNMENT. 


“EVEN AS I SPEAK, THE 
JIHAZ STRIKES AT KEY 
POINTS THROUGHOUT 
THE ISLAND OF 
MANHATTAN. 


'SOME TIME AGO, THE NATION 
OF QURAC WAS THE SUBJECT 


“WE WILL CONTINUE OUR ACTIVITIES UNTIL OUR DEMANDS 
ARE MET OR WE OURSELVES ARE DEAD. THE BLOOD NOW 
BEING GHED IS ENTIRELY ON YOUR HANDS, AMERICA.” 


NO. TH 
PRIORITY. Ag 
Beszesn moe RO 
DO IT. NOW. THEN 
RENDEZVOUS AT 
TIMES SQUARE, 


THE PICKAX HEAD (S —\_/ We THUGGEES MUST 
A HIGH EXPLOSIVE, DETONATES , —— 
ON CONTACT. 


YOU'RE TOGET YOUR BUTIS. 


AUTHORITIES ALL 
THE HELP WE 
CAN. 


TAKE THE SHELL CASINGS OUT 


AFTER THE GAUNTLET 
OF YOUR EARS! I SAID DO NOT-- 


THEY THREW DOWN, ANY 


AFFIRMATIVE. NIGHT AND 
CONFUSION WILL UNDOUBTEDLY 
MASK OUR ACTIVITIES AND HELP 
SAFEGUARD OUR COVER."AS YOu 
SAID, THE opt OUR RESPONSI - 
LITY. 


THEN Do IT 
RIGHT THIS TIME! 


FINDOUT APPROXIMATE cee! | HEY, BEFORE YOU GOOFF AND 
JIHAD LOCATIONS FROM GET YOURSELF KILLEZ HOWZABOUT 
THE POLICE BANDS. TAKIN’ THis 2OO-AOCKEY OFF 
Y WRIST? 


SLEAZE-BALL--T'M 
NOT YOUR FRIEND, 
TIM NOT YouR PAROLE 
OFFICER, TM NOT 
YOUR SOCIAL WORKER, 
AND IOON'T HAVE TO ne cutee 
BE NICE TOYOU!_] 
ust 


AFTER WE'VE ) / NOT WITH ME/ WE 
DEALT WITH HAD A DEAL! T HELP 


THE JIHAD. YOU WITH THOSE 
META 80205 AND 


IGET TURNED | 
GONE 


EVERSINCE THAT We MAAAYBE 
KARIN SHEILA DIED, A, TILL TEASE 
THE COLONEL'S ©) SOMEONE 


BEEN ALOT LEss ELSE FER ¥ 
A WHILE. 


THE JIHAPS ASE IS CALLED 
SJOTUNHEIM. IF THEY'RE BUSY 
HERE, THEN IT MAY MEAN 

NO ONE AT HOME TO GUARD 


THOUGHT. NOW, 
WHATCAN I JO 
ABOUT IT? 


YEAH, I SEEN ‘EM, NO, THE SQUADS 
DEALING WITH THAT. WE'VE GOT 
INTERNATIONAL TENSIONS BUILDING-- 
FORGET ABOUT THE QURAC 
MIGSION FOR NOW ! GOT ME? 


CHECKMATE WASN'T FORMED 
UNTIL AFTER TOLLIVER GOT 
KICKED OUT AS NSC-TASK 


CQ WON'T KNOW DIDDLEY 
ABOUT THEM ! 


e AND? IF I CAN 
BUY US SOME TIME, 
CHECKMATE MAYGET 
THE POOP WE NEED 
TO GET OLIT OF HIS 


Ke CHECKMATE /* WHY NOT™ 
AND MAYBE I KILL TWO 
bx BIRDS WITH ONE PHONE: 


GOMETHING ELSE I WANT YOUR, 
END To DO. DIG UP ANY AND 
ALL DIRT YOU CANGET ON 
DEREK TOLLIVER AND 
SENATOR JOE CRAY. 


NO, I’M 
TRYING To KEEP: 
US FROM GETTING 
POLITICAL! JUST DO 
IT, OKAY? --BUT 


HARRY, KEEP ITON 
THE QT. RIGHT. TLL 
BEBY LATERON. 


NIGHTEHADE,. VI HEARD WHAT WAS TRY TO KEEP THEM 
EVE EDEN. 4 GOING DOWN IN NEW FROM KILLING YOu 
YORK. I WANT TO WHILE YOU'RE AT IT. 
JOIN THE OTHERS. HELL. ANDI DON'T WE'LL GET ASET 
KNOW IF WE CAN TO FERRY You. 
GET YOU THERE IN G 
TIME FOR YOU TO 
DO ANY Goo?p, 


OF 
YOU. IWANT To SEE 
IF I CAN STOP THEM 
WITHOUT KILLING THEM. 


IGNORING WHATI TELL 2 
THEM! 


Dear Bob, 

It just gets better and better. 

What made “Battle Lines” so good 
was that it bent the cliched super-hero 
slugfest on its ear. i 

It was so pleasing, for once, not to 
see the members of opposing good-guy 
teams just start slugging with no 
regard to past or present friendships 
or allegiances. 

John Ostrander, however, is no 
hack. He did his homework well, 
making the meeting of J’onn J’onzz 
and Vixen truly poignant. And even 
better, he showed several of the par- 
ponent actually interested in doing 
the job they came to do! Rocket Red 
consulting with Nemesis .., Black 
Canary asking the Bronze Tiger 
what’s going on... Nightshade and 
Captain Atom linking up ... Flag 
explaining the situation to Batman 
(okay, so it didn’t turn out so well—at 
least he tried). pe 

And now, since the Squad’s cover is 
just about blown, what next? I don’t 
know, but I-can’t wait to find out. 
You guys can’t do this weekly, can 
you? z 


Kelvin Childs 

309 Curtis Street Apt. 12 

Syracuse, NY 13208 

Weekly? Isn't ACTION COMICS 

WEEKLY enough? John and Luke 

have a bit too much to do these days, 

but we'll try and come up with some 

more Squad-oriented projects before 
too much longer. 


eens 


Dear Suicide Squad, ; 

After the groundwork was laid in 
JLI #13, 1 an extraordinary 
story in SUICIDE SQUAD 413. I got 
it. 1 especially like’ the interaction 
between the characters. This proved 
to. be emotional, heated and 
humorous. 

Vixen and Martian Manhunter 
were the two characters I most 
wanted to see. When the two charac- 
ters were in the JLA, they became 
very close, and their confrontation 
was handled well., It would appear 
that the Manhunter is not as emotion- 
less as he tries to appear. 

In my opinion, Batman's behavior 
was irrational and childish. First of 
all, he wants the League to run off to 
Russia to save Nemesis, and then 
when he finds out that Nemesis is 
working with the Squad, he changes 
his mind. Then, of course, he provokes 
Flag into attacking him. Ofcourse, to 


top it all off, he quits the JLI. Not that 
this surprises me when you consider 
his track record when it comes to 
working with groups. 

.One mistake I noticed in the story 
involved Captain Atom and Night- 
shade. As of CAPTAIN ATOM AN- 
NUAL #1, Captain Atom no longer 
‘works for the government. The two 


wise. 

One final note. I believe that 
Duchess has something to; do with 
Bernadeth and Lashina of the Female 


Furies, and the events in SUICIDE 
SQUAD #3. 


Darcey McLaughlin 

PO Box 245 

Blackville, New Brunswick EOC 1CO 

* CANADA 

Actually, Darcey, Captain Atom 

promised President Reagan that he 

would continue to be a mole in the JLI 

for the American government, so the 
comment remains accurate. 


sheer 


Dear Bob, P 

Lhaye just gotten back into comics 
after a several-year absence from 
buying them. I recently picked up JLI 
#13 and-that led me to buy my first 
issue of SUICIDE SQUAD. Let me 
say that I am thoroughly impressed! 
The Squad has some of the qualities 
that Ihave begun to admire in thenew 
JLI. The humor that is presented is a 
refreshing breath of air, andthe depth 
of the characters makes them even’ 
more interesting. Thanks for giving 
me something worth shelling out 75¢ 
for. 

I just have some additional ques- 
tions and comments: You stated that 
the Squad was made up of flawed 
individhall . Just how are® Flag and 
Nightshade flawed? Okay, maybe I 
can see how Flag might be méssed up, 
but Nightshade? She could dim my 
lights anytime! Since I only haveone 
issue, could you tell me who the 
mountain woman in fatigues is? She 
looks like Big Barda, Mr. Miracle’s 


wife. Is she? Also, how about a new ~ 


costume for Javelin? I really hate the. 


one he has now. : Be, 
Chris Ayers 


Box 8284, MTSU 

Murfreesboro, TN 37132 
Nightshade’s entire life has been in 
the public eye these last few months, 
so we suspect by now you realize just 
how flared Eve is. And Flag is well 
off the.’ ~»end and descending faster 
and fas. toward the abyss—what 


characters’ conversation stated other-_ 


will happen to him? Oh, John and I 
have a few plans up our sleeves. 
You're close in thinking Duchess is 
Barda, since there is some linkage. 
The secret behind Duchess starts to 
unravel in issue #19, so do reserve a 
copy today. The Javelin isn’t set fora 
comeback anytime soon, so a new 
costume is a decision for another day: 
By the way, welcome back! rs 


aeeee 


Dear Squad, 

While comparing the covers of 
SUICIDE SQUAD and JLI, my eyes 
understandably were drawn to the 
logos. While studying SS’s, I began 
thinking about the meaning’ behind 
the title. What exactly causes the high 
mortality rate involyed in the mis- , 
sions the Squad undertakes? Who 
tackled these missions before Task 
Force X was established? 3 

The answer to the first question ... 
lack of power, the second ... everyone 
else. Face it, this is one of the weaker 
teams in the DC Universe. Whether 
this is intentional or not, Mr. Os- 
trander has made the,Squad into the 
most unpredictable, yet successful, 
teams in action today. Over the past 
eighteen months or so, you have 
employed quite a mix of powerful 
individuals, then either tempering 
their use within the book or immedi- 
ately “terminating their member- 
ship.” Examples of tempering would 
include Nightshade and Black 
Orchid, while the extermination op- 
tion would apply to the likes of Block- 
buster, Mindboggler, Multiplex, Killer 

t and the Parasite. More than 
likely, the dead villains had outlived 
their usefulness to their respective 
writers. Plastique, of course, is the 
-exception to this rule, whose appear- 
ances in CAPTAIN ATOM prove this. 
Yet it is ironic that the least powerful 
members of the group seem to last the 
longest. Mare ironic is the wild card of 
the group, the unstable Enchantress, 
who seems to play one of the greater 
parts in these pages each month. In 
all, the real power behind this book is 
the government, and you guys who 


“talk” to us every 30 days. 


Chris Hines 

RR 1 Debert 

Nova Scotia BOM 1GO 

CANADA 

Actually, Chris, Killer Frost has not 
died and is set for @ return appear- 
ance in: FIRESTORM, since she is 
quite-popular there. As for the mis- 
sions the Squad are assigned to, this 


isthe first time ina long while that the 
government has had any team to 
assign to missions that they deem 
important. It’s quite unlikely a hero 
would have stopped William Hell or 
flown to Colombia to deal with Cujo. 


eeece 
Dear Bob, 

Oh boy. Here we go again. Two 
super-groups meet each other, battle 
each other and then realize that they 
are really.on the same sideandend up 


together. 

‘Seen it before. Usually kind of 
boring. And predictable. 

But not in “Battle Lines.” 

That it was an exception to the rule 
demonstrates the value of this mag. 
The Suicide Squad is neither atypical 
super-hero group nor a typical super- 
villain group and thus does not fit into 
the same cubbyholes as most other 
super-groupe do. First off, there was a 
legitimate reason for the JLI to be 
antagonistic toward the Squad. The 
JLI acts in a quasi-official capacity 
and the Squad was breaking into a 
government facility. Thus, there were 
definitely grounds for suspicion, to 
say the least! And since the Squad 
contains some known criminals, the 
JLI’s aggressive response was quite 
rational. (Usually, two super-groups 
start off by fighting each other seem- 
ingly just because they don’t know 
each other! If this was common social 
etiquette, the sidewalks of every city 
would be intense battlegrounds!) 

However, because the Squad also 
has some good guys, there were ample 
reasons for some of the JLIers to try to 
negotiate with the Squad rather than 
continue to fight. So often in super- 
groups battles, after senselessly fight- 
ing for a while, the twosides cometoa 
sudden and rather unbelievable (and 
poorly-motivated) truce. 

Finally, the resolution made sense. 
Justice was done, but it was accom- 
plished by a little finesse rather than 
by the brute force of the Powerful 
United Super-team formed by the two 
formerly adversarial groups. 

And I see that Batman still hasitin 
for the Squad. All I can say is: Keepat 
it, Batman! The moral dimensions of 
the Squad have faded into the back- 
ground recently, ~and maybe Bat- 
man’s crusade will help to return 
them to the thematic forefront. I'd like 
to see even more emphasis put on the 
Squad’s personal problems and the 
attempts to solve them-also. This 
further enhances the Squad’s unique 
nature and reminds us just why most 
of the members are there—because 
they’re messed-up individuals, one 
way or another. 

T.M. Maple 

Box 1272 Station B 
Weston, Ontario M9L 2R9 
CANADA 


seeen 
Dear Squad, 

SUICIDE SQUAD #13 was great! 
The guest appearance of the JL was 
very humorous. I thought the issue 


would be a very serious one with 
devastating casualties on both sides. 
Boy, was I in for ashocker! The only 
serious confrontation was the battle 
between Flag and Batman. I don’t 
know about anyone else, but I’m get- 
ting very tired of Flag. I’m glad 
Batman kicked his butt. 

Tm glad Nemesis is finally out. 
Overall, it was a very different issue, 
one that I enjoyed. 

T’'ve been with SS since #1 and love 
this series! I really like the offbeat 
characters,. especially Captain Boo- 
merang. Will he be getting the spin-off 
mini-series you keep mentioning? 

I hope we see more of the personal 
lives behind the team. We all know 
what the captain is doing, but what 
are the other members doing in their 
“spare” time? 

Some suggestions: Captain Cold, 
Catwoman, Poison Ivy, Black Spider, 
Flash, Killer Frost, and will we see 
what happened to Slipknot? 

Tom Trout 
No Address Given 

We will reveal the details on the 
mini-series next month, so don’t miss 
the, issue. 

Captain Cold is here and may be 
back in the future. Catwoman is a 
must but not until her mini-series con- 
cludes in early 1989. (check out the 
preview in ACTION COMICS WEEK- 
LY #611-#614!). Poison Ivy would be 
fun, but you'll have to content your- 
self with her role in the BLACK 
ORCHID mini-series coming in 
November. The others are good ideas, 
so we'll see. 

anaes 
Dear Mr. Greenberger, . 

With issue #13, this series really 
started to come into focus. For the first 
time, John Ostrander had to write an 
issue where characterization and 
dialogue were more important than 
action, and he came through with 
flying colors. Additionally, he kept 
the fun flavor of the JLI intact; while 
allowing the Suicide.Squad to retain 
its identity. 

Luke McDonnell’s layouts were as 
fresh as ever, yet special kudos should 
be given to Bob Lewis, who really 
tightened up Luke’s pencils. I prefer 
this more focused look and hope its 
evolution continues. 

As for the Squad itself, I’m hoping 
that the team returns to its primarily 
villain-based core. Although Speedy 
and Vixen may be good guest stars, as 
it stands the Squad has too many 
super-heroes. This book is at its best 
when reluctant villains are forced into 
duty. 

Mark Lucas 
66 Cleary Court Apt. 902 
San Francisco, CA 94109 

An interesting observation, Mark. 
Let's address this question to the 
audience: Should there be moreor less 
emphasis on super-heroes in the mix? 


Dear Bob, sees 
1 knew it would only be a matter of 
time. After seeing Batman pop up 


here a few months back, it was only a 
matter of time before he involved the 
JLI. The pairings were interesting 
andsthe best by far was the talk 
between Vixen and J’onn J’onzz. Like 
most fans, I too felt*that the last in- 
carnation of the JLA stank, but after 
teading Vixen’s feelings I started to 
feel bad. I feel, bad. because even 
though they may not have had the 
best stories or characters, they did the 
best with what they had. Itisn’t much 
fun walking around and people think 
you're a joke. 

The Captain Atom/Nightshade en- 
counter was interesting as well. Both 
these characters know more than they 
can tell their companions and the way 
they try to figure out how to diffuse 
the situation was good. But the best 
pairing was that of Batman and Flag. 

It seems only natural that the 
leaders of the two teams would goatit, 
but it was a pleasant change to'see 
Flag and Bats try to talk it out first. 
When groups meet up, thereis usually 
a fight before anybody knows what is 
going on. Considering that Flag’s 
team comprised several villains, I 
assumed that a discussion ‘was out of 
the question. 

The best part of the whole issue, 
though, was Boomerang having a 
laugh at seeing Batman and Flag 
beat up on each other. These are the 
things that most villains only dream 
of seeing. I’m glad the Captain hada 
good seat for the show. 

Bob Felber 
60 Ruskin Avenue 
Woonsocket, RI 02895 


COMING ATTRACTIONS. 
. a a) eae 


brought Manhattan to its knees and 
all that stands between them and 
utter genocide is the Suicide Squad. 


Until: next time, stock up on ban- 


dages and keep smiling! 
Bob Greenberger 


